KOTA

A winter update from Kota

2025 has been one of the most challenging years the hospitality industry has faced.
While we remain positive about the future, we also feel it’s important to be
transparent about the realities we’re navigating. To protect our business, manage
costs responsibly, and continue to support our loyal team, we have had to make
some careful decisions for the winter period.

From the week beginning 3rd November, Kota will open three days a week (Thursday

to Saturday) from our sister restaurant, Kota Kai, just across the road, where we will

be hosting a Kota Winter Takeover in the end room. This will be Kota’s home for the

winter months, offering the same quality, attention to detail, and warm hospitality
you know and love — simply in a different setting.

Following the success of our summer takeover, Jude and the Kota kitchen team will
continue to cook throughout the winter, supported by our acting Head Chef Sean
Sjoholm who will be stepping up from his current Sous Chef position.

Our winter menu remains firmly rooted in Kota’s identity, with nostalgic dishes that
have shaped our story, true to Jude’s cooking but with a fresh 2025 approach.
Guests will be able to choose between our new-format tasting experience or a
selection of snacks, allowing everyone to dine in the way that suits them best.

We understand that this change may cause disappointment for some, and we
sincerely apologise if so. This is not a decision we wanted to have to make, but one
we feel is necessary to ensure we emerge into spring — and into our 20th
anniversary year in 2026 — strong, stable, and ready for the next chapter.
Importantly, this approach gives guests choice. Those joining us for the Kota Winter
Takeover will enjoy the full tasting experience or more relaxed snacks, while others
may prefer the informal and much-loved dining style at Kota Kai.

Room bookings remain unaffected, and our accommodation will operate as normal
throughout this period.

Thank you for your support, encouragement, and understanding. Kota has always
been built on heart, passion, and community — and it is with that same spirit that
we look forward to welcoming you this winter and celebrating
our next chapter together.



